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OPERATIONAL IMMEDIATE 

ACTION DEPARTMENT 1394, INFORMATION PRIORITY LONDON 646, 

PARIS 668 , MOSCOW 170, OTTAWA 88 , BANGKOK 1 1 66 , NEW DELHI 281 , 
CINCPAC 770, SAIGON, PHNOM PENH UNNUMBERED. 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

SOUVANNA, WHEN I CALLED ON HIM THIS MORNING, MET ME WITH DEEP 
SIGH AND EXCLAMATION "THINGS GOING BADLY." HE SAID FIGHTING 
HAD BROKEN OUT AT KHANG KHAY AND X I ENG KHOUANG N I GHT OF APR I L 
3 OR 4 AND THAT XI ENG KHOUANG YESTERDAY - UNDERWENT ARTILLERY 
AND MORTAR BOMBARDMENT RESULTING IN MANY CIVILIAN DEATHS.. 

WHEN I ASKED WHY PREVIOUSLY SIGNED TRUCE NOT OBSERVED, 

HE INDICATED KHANG KHAY AND XI ENG KHOUANG HAD NOT RECEIVED 
WORD AS THESE TOWNS CUT OFF FROM PDJ. HE THEN ADDED 
(INCONSISTENTLY) COMPANY OF REINFORCEMENTS SENT THROUGH TO 
XI ENG KHOUANG TO JOIN KONG LE FORCES UNDER COL. SABAB. SOUVANNA 
COULD NOT OR WOULD REPLY MY REQUEST FOR. DETAILS ON KHANG KHAY 
FIGHTING OTHER THAN TO SAY KONG LE TROOPS OF COL LEUANG ATTACKED 
BY DISSIDENT FORCES UNDER COL. DEUANE. SOUVANNA, WHO SAID HE 
HAD BEEN KEEPING CLOSE WATCH ON SITUATION AND HAD NOT SLEPT 
ALL NIGHT, MAINTAINED SITUATION NCW QUIET FOR TIME BEING AND 
MIXED KL-PL COMMISSION MEETING XI ENG KHOUANG THIS MORNING. 


SOUVANNA SAID OPPOSING FORCE COMPOSED OF RELATIVELY SMALL 
NUMBERS DISSIDENT NEUTRALISTS (BOTH DEUANE ‘S AND THIEP*S) 
BACKED ("POUSSES EN AVANT" ) BY PATHET LAO. LATER IN CON- 
VERSATION SOUVANNA STATED CATEGORICALLY "SOME VIET Ml NH -THERE", 
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T^N AD&CB (frAfcff (GATfOft THAT SUCH WAS KON6 LE-*£ REPORT 

iT TRrNCE Rri^Etr nfo-m absolute proof* - s&fvasna 

SAfB HE HAD FNpS&€D SfiUPftANGUVDNG OF PATHEf LA§ f KVOIL YEMENT j 
LATTER RET6RTEB TRAfflfiHffNG fNJ.t FATED BY KONG it FORGES * 
S&JVANNA $'Af© HE f | 0 GOOPH ANOUVONG, fF PAfrtET LAO TROOPS 
T CALLED OFF* aFFAFR &&£# RAVE fb BE ..(#>* TO ME THAT RE- 
S&LT1R& MAif§ foS &D BE bEPLO&ASU* F POINTED Out THAT US 
SUPPORT FOR GENEVA ACCORDS BASED OH COURSE OF MAINTENANCE 
STRONG CENTER FORCE AND IT WOULD BE MOST SERIOUS MATTER FF 
CENTER SHOULD COLLAPSE* VHEN SOUVANNA REPLIED NEUTRAL- I ST FORCES 
WOULD REMAIN IN BEING EVEN IF PUSHED ©Uf OF PRESENT TERRITORY 
AND WOULD NOT BE WIPED OUT fN ONE SWOOP, I NOfED LOSS OF 
NEUTRAL 1ST POSITION IN XI ENG KHOUANG AND PLAfNE DES JARRES 
REGION WOULD BE MOST SERIOUS BLOW. 


I QUERIED SOUVANNA ON STATUS KONG LE*S SUPPLIES, WHICH HE TERMED 
INSUFFICIENT. HE SAID COL. SENGSOUVANH LOOKING INTO MATTER 
AND ICC WOULD BE MAKING REGULAR SUPPLY DELIVERIES TODAY* 

WHEN I MENT I ONED WE WERE I N TOUCH W I TH SENGSOUVANH AND RE I TERATED 
OUR WILLINGNESS HELP, SOUVANNA SUGGESTED SUPPLIES BE BROUGHT 
DIRECTLY TO PAKSANE WHERE THERE LESS DANGER OF OBSERVATION 
THAN VIENTIANE* NEUTRALIST BEAVER OR PHOUMI *S FORCES COULD THEN 
PROVIDE SHUTTLE TO PDJ, HE INDICATED CONTACT SHOULD BE MADE 
WITH FAR ON THIS MATTER* I REMARKED IN CASE ALL-OUT ATTACK 
IMMEDIATE ASSISTANCE WOULD BE NECESSARY AND I HOPED HE WOULD 
INFORM ME IMMEDIATELY OF SUCH DEVELOPMENT, NOTING WE HAVE 
CONSIDERABLE MEANS AT OUR DISPOSAL T© ACT PROMPTLY AND 
EFFECTIVELY. SOUVANNA INDICATED HE WOULD DO SO AND REMARKED 
AS PHOUMI IN SOUTH, HE INTENDED CONTACT GEN BOUNLEUT THIS 
MORNING RE ARRANGEMENTS RELATING FAR ASSISTANCE. IN CONCLUSION 
I URGED SOUVANNA TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO PUT IN ORDER 
SUPPLY ARRANGEMENTS AT RESIDENCE* MUCH MATERIEL HAS BEEN 
PROVIDED BUT SOME REMAINS TO MOVED UP TO PDJ. 


IN REPLY MY QUESTION, SOUVANNA SAID HE AND SOUPHANOUVONG 
NOT GOING PDJ AS KONG LE HAD THIS MORNING ADVISED AGAINST 
TRIP. SOUVANNA EXPLAINED HE WOULD WISH TRAVEL AROUfC 
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ENTIRE AREA WHICH NOT NOW POSSIBLE. OBVIOUSLY SURPRISED 
WHEN I MENTIONED ICC COMMISSIONERS GOING PDJ TODAY, 

SOUVANNA MUMBLED THROUGH HIS PIPE THEY PERHAPS SHOULD NOT 
GO AND SENT AIDE TO INQUIRE ON ICC FLIGHTS. WHEN AIDE 
RETURNED WITH NEWS COMMISSIONERS ALREADY IN AIR, SOUVANNA 
RELAXED. 

NOTING ICC VISIT OF POTENTIALLY GREAT VALUE AT PRESENT JUNCTURE, 
I EXPRESSED HOPE PERMANENT ICC PRESENCE IN PDJ COULD BE 
ARRANGED. SOUVANNA AGREED PRESENCE DESIRABLE BUT STATED ICC 
MUST GO "AS TOURISTS." SOUPHANOUVONG, HE EXPLAINED, HAD STATED 
THIS MORNING ICC "SHOULD NOT GO" PDJ, AND TRIPARTITE 
APPROVAL NECESSARY FOR PERMANENT ICC PRESENCE. WE AGREED 
AVTAR SINGH'S FLEXIBLE APPROACH OF HAVING INDIVIDUALS REMAIN 
AT PDJ BETWEEN SATURDAY AND WEDNESDAY FLIGHTS WAS BEST APPROACH 
FOR MOMENT. 

WHEN SOUVANNA MENTIONED PRESENCE "SOME VIET Ml NH" IN XI ENG 
KHAOUANG AREA, I PRESSED HIM TO CALL ICC INVESTIGATION. 

SOUVANNA, HOWEVER, REPLIED THAT, WHILE HE WOULD NOT PRE- 
VENT KONG LE FROM ANNOUNCING VIET Ml NH PRESENCE, HE PERSONALLY 
COULD NOT MAKE SUCH STATEMENT AS HE HAD NO PROOF, ONLY 
KONG LE'S REPORT. I POINTED OUT THAT UNDER GENEVA ACCORDS 
SOUVANNA NEEDED ONLY REASONABLE GROUNDS TO CONSIDER FOREIGN 
TROOPS PRESENT IN ORDER CALL INVESTIGATION; INDEED, IF PROOF 
EXISTED, THERE NO NEED FOR INVESTIGATION. SOUVANNA THEN 
SIDE-STEPPED ISSUE WITH REMARK CANADIANS HAD ALREADY PRE- 
SENTED PROPOSAL FOR INVESTIGATION THIS AREA (REFERRING, I 
PRESUME TO BAN BAN PROPOSAL). I POINTED OUT RLG COOPERATION 
NECESSARY IF THIS PROPOSAL TO RESULT IN PROMPT INVESTIGATION. 

I TOLD SOUVANNA SITUATION ALSO SEEMED REQUIRE URGENT DEMARCHE 
TO SOVIET, DRV, AND CPR AVPS. SOUVANNA AGREED AND INDICATED 
HE INTENDED TAKE SUCH ACTION. 

IN SUM, I FOUND SOUVANNA MUCH MORE ENGAGED IN PROBLEM THAN 
EARLIER AND NO LONGER DISPOSED SHRUG OFF FIGHTING AS NOT 
REALLY IMPORTANT AND PROBABLY AS MUCH FAULT OF KONG LE AS OF 
PATHET LAO AND DISSIDENTS. 
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(#) Omission - correction to follow. 

Note: Relayed W.H., OSD, A, N, A, CIA, 4/6/CWO-JRL 
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